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Dear Parents,

We are excited to announce the plans to add a community garden to your wonderful campus!  The idea was hatched when Principal Robvais extended an invitation for community involvement to the neighboring Garden District.  About a dozen residents expressed interest in the idea of creating and then sharing a garden with Dufrocq classes and parents.  The garden will be a place which will offer gardeners a way to share their passion and learn new lessons alongside fellow gardeners and eager to learn students.

A sunny spot between the old school building and the new seems perfect.  The garden will try to employ as many green principles as possible using plastic composite lumber to form the beds, compost bins, rain barrels, etc.  On paper, we have laid out eighteen beds.  Teachers and their students will get first pick, then Dufrocq families, and finally neighborhood families.

Some ideas of how this garden will be used:
· For teachers to explore classroom lessons – life sciences, art, math, creative writing – in an outdoor setting.

· In the micro society program, to have some classes act as food producers
· Some space to grow fresh produce for local shelters, churches or food banks

· For parents as a way to come together with fellow parents and teachers outside of the classroom environment.

· For Garden District neighbors – a way to participate in our new neighborhood school

· For everyone a chance to take part in the growing movement of green living and healthy lifestyle choices

What level of commitment is needed from you as a parent or gardener?
Each of the eighteen beds will cost @ $115 to build.  We expect that each of us “pioneer” gardeners will have to cover some of that cost depending on donations received and grants awarded.  Garden elements like the storage shed, the fence to enclose the space, irrigation system, and gravel paths will be paid for, hopefully, by the school system, grants, or donations.  You can plant anything in your bed – cut flowers, butterfly plants, vegetables…..  There will be workdays scheduled periodically to keep up with general garden maintenance.

If you are interested in committing to help build a bed and then to garden it, please contact David Franz dsbfranz@cox.net 

Dufrocq Garden To-do-list/Proposed Timeline

· Check with facilities management/plumber to insure that we can get water to the garden

· Continue searching commitments from gardeners
-teacher (sign-up sheet in lounge)

-Dufrocq families (PTO meeting)

-Garden District neighbors
     -  Seek donations for garden elements

-storage shed ($439 Big Max Jr. at Home Depot)


-solar fountain for communal herb bed ($275)

-compost bins ($35 at city sale on November 7 in Memorial Stadium)


-soil for beds ($33 per yard, ½ yard per bed, 9 yards total $297+$115 delivery =$412 from

            Nature’s best)

-gravel for paths ($100 per yard, 9 yards to cover 4in. deep $900+$120 delivery= $1020 from

            Jim Stone)


-fence ($17,850 quote from Cangelosi-Ward)

-Ask individual gardeners to buy elements for their beds

-corner anchors (3-2pks. Per bed @ $9.59 per pk. = $28.77 + tax from Home Depot online)


-composite lumber (3- 12’ boards per bed @21.97 ea. = $65.91 + tax from Lowe’s)

-Have two cypress trees moved out of space
-Schedule workday to lay out and install beds
-Seek grants for any of the elements above that were not secured by donation
-Run irrigation system
-Lay gravel paths
-Have fence installed
-Schedule workdays for community maintenance
