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FEBRUARY, 2010 NEWSLETTER

The Dufrocq School

330 South 19th Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70806

 Mrs. Mary D. Robvais, Principal
Mission:  All students at Dufrocq will succeed academically.
From the Principal’s Desk…

The Dufrocq School is excited about an innovative educational opportunity for our students. This month we are implementing a MicroSociety learning environment here at the school. This is a miniature society that brings meaningful work into the educational experience of our children.  Following the example and guidance of faculty and staff, our young people will discover the rules of justice and the functions of money, markets, and property. They will learn to run businesses, apply technology, develop government and social agencies, and create cultural and arts organizations. All of these activities will be developed within the framework of the curriculum that we now teach and will serve as an opportunity for our students to apply their knowledge and concepts to real life ventures. Core subjects and basic skills will be utilized and practiced in the context of operating ventures and agencies. Similarly, concepts and skills learned in the classroom will be enriched by their direct application in the environment of the MicroSociety.

Our students will begin studying about society, government, and community during the second semester of this academic year. They will have specific lessons on a monarchy, a dictatorship, and democracy. As a conclusion to these lessons, the students at The Dufrocq School will begin learning about and planning to write a constitution for our MicroSociety. When the 2010-2011 school year begins in August, we will have a grand Constitutional Convention to officially establish and empower our society. This will provide an exciting opportunity for parents and community members to join us as mentors and facilitators of students’ agencies and ventures

Students will vote on our own Dufrocq micro money, which they will earn and spend according to the guidelines set forth in our newly established constitution. The growth of our society will be guided by the interest and creation of our students. We will have a legislature, peace keepers, business ventures, courts, a warehouse, a tax office, and cultural centers. Teachers will serve as facilitators to give advice and guide students in their ventures. It is our hope that we will bring parents and community members to Dufrocq to participate with us from time to time and to bring a real world aspect to students’ learning, thereby preparing them for success in the future.

The East Baton Rouge Parish School Board is supporting our school in creating our MicroSociety. Consultants from the MicroSociety organization have come to work with administration and train our faculty and staff several times this year and will continue to work with us for three years. If you would like to know more about MicroSociety, you may find information at www.microsociety.org. 

We look forward to keeping you informed and welcome your participation as our society develops.

Awards

Due to the construction in our auditorium, we will not have a general assembly for the 2nd nine weeks honor and perfect attendance awards.  Students will bring certificates home Friday, February 5, 2010.
Please see our honor roll and perfect attendance recipients on the back of the newsletter.  Congratulations to them.  
Big Buddy:  If you are applying for second semester, please submit applications to the office immediately.
Important Dates to Remember
	Date
	Event
	Time



	February 9
	PTO meeting
	5:30 p.m.

	February 15-16
	Mardi Gras Holiday
	NO SCHOOL

	               February 17
	Early Dismissal-Staff Development
	12:30 p.m.

	February 19
	Progress Reports go home
	

	
	
	


Lunch Money for the month of February—(18 days) Full price $36.00 Reduced price $7.20

Visit us at our website:  http://dufrocq.ebrschools.org
