CONCLUSIONS
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A demonstration project for the use of wetlands to improve water quality of stormwater runoff is now available in East Baton Rouge Parish.  Further study is needed to quantify the effectiveness of the project wetland at removing nutrients and sediments from inflowing stormwater.  Such assessment is currently complicated by the backflow issue at the project outlet (as described above), however, this can be most likely rectified by dredging the drainage channel where water exits the project site.  There was at least a 90% survival rate of vegetation planted at the site, and the project area has gone from bare earth to fully vegetated in less than two years.  Several recommendations for similar projects would be: 1) use volunteers to plant only small plants near the edge of the water where the ground is soft; 2) use a gasoline powered posthole digger with a >12” bit to dig holes for large plants (over 760 holes were dug this way for this project); 3) plan and budget an irrigation system for the first summer after planting to ensure new seedlings do not die in the summer heat.
Time series of vegetation at the project site.
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