About Our School – History
Woodlawn High School had its beginnings in 1888 in a one room school called Rosedale School where pupils ranged in age from 6 to 18. The land was given by Mr. J. W. Hillman. In 1895 a new school house was constructed on the corner of Hoo Shoo Too and Tiger Bend Road. The school was named Hillman School for the teacher who instructed all grades. Mrs. Hillman’s duties included teaching all students all subjects, cleaning the school building, and tending the fire on cold winter days for $35/month.  
In 1910 Jones Creek School was built to accommodate students who lived in the Jones Creek area of the community. By 1911 citizens of the community agreed to consolidate Hillman School and Jones Creek School under the name of Seventh Ward School. Mr. Nelson, a dairyman in the community, promised to match any funds raised for the project, his contribution was $500. With these funds a large three room wooden structure was built on a 2.68 acre donated tract with labor furnished by local citizens. The first school vans or buses were covered wagons drawn by horses or mules. The school at this time only housed Grades 1-7. Pupils who desired furthering their education had to board in Baton Rouge due to travel time between the community and the city.

By 1916 Seventh Ward School became a high school when property owners voted a 5-mill tax for a period of five years to finance the expansion. A second three room building was constructed to house Grades 7-11 with a principal’s office and library. Later an Agriculture and Home Economics Department was added. The old Knox School building was hauled to the school site by log wagon to be used to house these activities. In 1922 a cottage was built as living quarters for the principal and teachers because the school was too far from town to commute. The building remained as a home for custodians until the 2003 Woodlawn High School was built.
After WWII the population in the area began to grow and the two wooden structures which housed Grades 1-11 became inadequate. The three room grey building that had been the high school, the principal’s office and library was moved out and construction began on a new school plant. Building “A” was ready for use during the fall semester of 1945. In 1949-50 the enrollment was 286 and increasing.  Ward Seven was consolidated with other wards in the parish and became Third Ward. With the new Third Ward a new name for the school was chosen through a contest in 1949, from the many suggestions “Woodlawn” was chosen.

By 1951, a combination auditorium/gym and cafeteria was completed where the old wooden high school building once stood. The school continued to grow and in 1954 another building project was begun: the addition of “F” building for the elementary school and an Industrial arts/band building. Many “T” buildings had been moved onto the campus to house the increasing population. Another building project was completed in 1958. This included removing the last of the original wooden buildings from the campus to make way for the new band hall/choir building, converting the gym-auditorium into an auditorium, building a new gym, home economics building, “C” building, and a new library.
By 1971 the addition of Technical and Industrial Education courses brought about the need for additional building space. A new T&I building was constructed to house the Power Mechanics classes. In 1974 a Small Appliance Repair course was added to the program and housed in two T-buildings while a new shop was constructed.

The new millennium underscored the need for a new school building. The WHS student population had grown from 286 in 1949 to over 1,000 in 2000. Built on a fault line, the old school buildings deteriorated beyond repair. A new site was considered and adopted by the EBR School Board at the corner of Jefferson Highway and Antioch Rd. EBR parish voters agreed to finance new school buildings and improvements throughout the parish. By August 2003 the “new” Woodlawn High School was completed and opened it doors. The “old” WHS site at the corner of Jefferson Highway and Jones Creek is now the site for Woodlawn Middle School.
Principals:
1911-1916:  C. J. Addison

1916-1922: A. F. Boyd (1st principal of Seventh Ward High School)
1922-1940: J. M. Johnson

1940-1942: L. L. Lindsey (left to serve in WWII)
1942-1967: Glenn Delafield (1st principal of “Woodlawn” High School, 1949)
1967-1978: W. D. Quinn

1978-1980: Hunter Willet
1980-1996: Paul Loup

1996-2006: John McCann

2006 -         James Newman

