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Chris Trahan
Director, Department for Communications & Community Engagement
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ctrahan@ebrschools.org
Press Release


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

January 13, 2009
East Baton Rouge Parish School System Responds to 
State Superintendent Recommendations for 12 AUS Schools
Baton Rouge, LA – In response to State Superintendent Paul Pastorek’s press conference Tuesday afternoon, January 13, East Baton Rouge Parish School System (EBRPSS) Superintendent Charlotte Placide and School Board President Jerry Arbour reiterated their stance that all 12 EBRPSS schools identified as Academically Unacceptable Schools (AUS) should remain in the East Baton Rouge Parish School System.  
At the press conference, Pastorek recommended that eight of the 12 EBRPSS schools identified as AUS 4 be placed into the Recovery School District (RSD) or have them re-organized as a state-monitored charter school.  The four remaining schools could operate under a supervisory memorandum of understanding (MOU) in which the RSD would have a significant role in developing and implementing the recovery plan. 
“Over the last 4 years we have proactively addressed many of the issues that were discussed this afternoon,” said Placide. “We have had a comprehensive districtwide curriculum in place since 2005 that is aligned with state standards. We offer first-class professional development for all of our administrators and teachers, and we have proven academic strategies in place to improve student achievement, including our research-based Literacy and Numeracy programs, which help our students gain a better understanding of reading and mathematics. In addition, the number of volunteer hours in our School System has increased over the last four years, even though we have fewer schools than we did at that time. This shows a strong commitment by the community we serve.”
-more-

“We know we are on a successful track in educating our students, and it would be detrimental to interrupt that process,” said EBRPSS Superintendent Placide.  “In fact, eight of the 12 schools have shown improvement over the last few years, and we led the state in the number of schools that exited the AUS status this year. With the plan we presented to the state in August 2008, we know that we can move all of these schools in the right direction.” 
Pastorek will make these recommendations to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) State Authorized School Oversight Committee tomorrow, January 14.  Members of BESE will make the final decision on the future of these 12 schools Thursday afternoon, January 15.
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